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PRESENT CASE 


OF I 28-8 


Com pany ot Shipwrights of England. 


> CES R a rap nr ſcrious O—_— of 
Com of Shipwrights of England's Pro- 
poſals, =_y « the whole Fn of that Afﬀair, with 
their ings for many Years laſt paſt; In 
Obedience to Her Majeſties Ordcr in Council of 
the 4th of ms 1691. (Grounded upon the Petition of the 
Maſter Builders, and other skilful Maſter Shipwrights of Eng- 
land, wherein they prayed to renew their Ancient Charters, ac- 
cording to the Amendments in their Propoſals annex'd to the 
faid Petition,) The Right Honourable the Lords-Commiſſio- 
ners of the Admiralty having taken the Joynt Opinion of the 
Honourable the Commiſſioners of the Navy, an Corporation 
of the Trinity Fonſe of Deptford-Strend, made Report ro His 
Majeſty ſctring forth their Concurrence in the particular heads 
of the ſaid Propoſals ; and that they had Conſidered rhe former 
and late Reports againſt che Interelt of the faid Company, and 
with Submillion to the Orders of Council in Confirmation of 
them ; It is for the good of Their Majeſties Service, the bene- 
fit and advantage ot the Shipwrights Trade in particular, and 
the Encouragement of Navigation in general, to have one en- 
tire Company of Shipwrights; and that agreeable ro the anci- 
ent intent of Incorporating them, .all of that Trade in England 
and Wales ought to be under the Rule and Government of the 
faid Company, and their Deputies in the Our Ports, accord- 
ingly His Majeſty in Council the Second of March 169}, is 
pleated to approve of the ſaid Report ; and ro order that the 
Company of Shipwrights of England have leave to renew their 
Charter aprecable ro the ſaid Reporr, onthe Additional heads 
of Amendments by them propoſed. 


ov ropeſals ſo affirm'd to be for Their Majeſties Ser- 
vice, the Brnifit and Advantage of the Shipmrights Trade, 
and the Encourag:ment of Navigation, -deth appear ly the 


following Al rath, i 


Har the Breed of Workmen at the Trade of a Shipwright 

will be much Improved by a Regular Company, (accor- 

ding to the firlt intent of Incorporating them) ro Regiſter their 

ye and their Freedoms ; and 1t 1s evident they being 

truly Qualified, will in Workmanihip perform their Skiltul Ser- 

vice, and deſeryc and cara their Wages much better than now 
they do. 

Thar Shipwrights may be at calc, and follow their Trades 
with freedom as well in time of War as Peace, the {aid Come 
pany have Propoſed a method to ſupply Their Mayettics Navy 
and Yard-Scrvice, with Pcrtons of that Trade Qualiticd for ct- 
ther, which is approved of ; Provided, that if that Service be 
not ſupplycd, er in rc{pect to their number or quality, that 
then they may be liable ro be Preſt by Admiralty-Warrants as 
now they arc. 

* Thar the Gencral Rules for the firm and well building and 
Surveying of Ships and other Veſſels, when properly ictled, 


ought to be appealed unto, where diſputes and differences arilc, | 


in Caſe of Mitadmealurement, or unreatonable Articles in Con- 
cracts between the Owners and Builders (that ofrentimcs 15 un- 
neceſſary in the Works,) yer are obliged ro fubnut to the Pre- 


and Scller, will be eſteemed more valuable, and much betrer 

, (which faid General Rules are approved of, ) Pro- 
vided, That at the Settlement of them, they adviſe with, and 
take the Joynt Opinion of the Maſter-Builders of their Maj 
ſties and Merchanrs Yards, e're they be Eſtabliſhed and paſs'd 
into a By-Law, and in regard the Malter-Builders and other 
Skilful Maſter Shipwrights of E»zland, are often called and 
Summoned to attend rhe Surveys on old Ships and Veſſels, and 
do ſpend much cf their time therein both Afore and Aſhore, 
ſuch Surveys when required by the Maſter, Owners, or Freigh- 
ters (is owned to be uleful and abſolutely neceſſary for the pre- 
{ervation of the Lives of their Majeſties Subjes, and the Se- 
curiry of Merchants Goods from Damage: And fo often as a 
Survey 15 required on any of Their Majclties Ships new or old, 
or others Hired into their Service, to have ſuch an Allowance 
with reſpe& to the Burthen of the Ship, and diſtance of the 
Place, as ſhall be ferled and agreed unto for a ſtanding Rule, 
berween the Principal Officers and Commillioners of the Navy, 
and the ſaid Company. 

Thar the Propoſals for the quiet Enjoyment of the Launches 
and Ways before Shipwrights Yards, and that fo Univerſal a 
Trade as the Shipwrights of England are, may not be Mono- 
polized in the River of 7yne, or any other one River or Porr, 
but that for the Accommodation and Welfare of Navigation in 
general, the Shipwrights of England, according to the intent 
| &f znbir ancient Charters, ſhould 5raRtiſe cheir Tradg in all Ri- 
vers and Ports of England and IWales, is approved of, 

Thar for rhe Reputation of the Shipwrights of England, a 
Regular Company (as Propoſed ) cannot deny, but will 
cither ro encourage the Trade, or in Charity relieve their Poor 
aged and decrepit Members, of which number there are many 

jects of Pity without Relief, ro the great indignity and 
disjunCtion of io conſiderable a Trade and ancient Company as 
the Shipwrights of England are. | 


Theſe with other particular heads Propoſ-d, in order to amend 
and renew the ſaid Companies Charters, are approved of and 
Confirmed as aforementioned. 


And inalmuch as the former and preſent Members of the 


Company of Shipwrights of Exzlaxd, at their great Charge and 
Pains have patlſed through many dithcultics, and ar latt remo» 
' ved thole Obſlructions that hindred their being a utcful Com- 
; pany : It 3s undeniable, rhar the Lives of their Majclties Sub- 
jects, Their Majethics Royal Navy and Yard-Service, and thc 
lafery of Ships and Merchants Goods, arc in a great mealure 
Concerned. 

And it is not Unknown that there arc ſeveral Trades wherg 
Mens Lives and Eltares be concerned, do for publique Satisfa- 
| Ction and their own lafety, advile rogether and ſettle General 

Rules, to direct and Govern themiclves, 2. The Company 
; of Chirurgcons, Apoth:cari:s, HHeouſ--Carp.nters, &. 
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